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1   CONTEXTUALIZING

MINERAL POLICY
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1.1 THE STATIC PARADIGM

CONTEXTUALIZING MINERAL POLICY
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FIGURE 1. STATIC RANGES, A MISLEADING MEASURE
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1.2 THE DYNAMIC-ADAPTIVE PARADIGM

FIGURE 2. GLOBAL RESERVES OF THREE METALS OVER TIME. 

SOURCE: USGS MINERAL COMMODITY SUMMARIES, VARIOUS EDITIONS.
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1.3 HOW SCARCE ARE MINERALS ON THE PLANET?

1.4 HOW SCARCE ARE MINERALS IN THE EARTH’S CRUST?
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1.5  HOW SCARCE ARE MINERALS THAT CAN BE MINED 
PROFITABLY?
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FIGURE 3. ELEMENTS ON THE PLANET
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COUNTRY MINERAL POLICY

2 COUNTRY MINERAL POLICY

2.1 INTRODUCTION

2.2 THE UNITED STATES
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FIGURE 4 STRATEGIC AND CRITICAL MINERALS
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FIGURE 5 US MINERAL PRODUCTION

SOURCE: USGS MINERAL COMMODITY SUMMARIES 2010
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2.3 THE UNITED KINGDOM
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FIGURE 6 DETERMINANTS OF MATERIAL SECURITY93
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FIGURE 7 UK STRATEGIC MINERALS95,96
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2.4 JAPAN
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2.5 CONCLUSION
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